
 

ENGLISH 11: HONORS AMERICAN JOURNEY 

Summer Reading and Note-taking assignment for The Catcher in The Rye 
Please obtain a copy of The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger. We recommend purchasing the text as it allows for 
active reading and we will continue to use it throughout the first month of school. We recommend the text below (it 
has a red cover) so that the class can all (literally!) be on the same page. 

ISBN-13: 9780316769488  Publisher: Little, Brown and Company Pages: 224 
 

 

 

Learning Goals for The Catcher in the Rye: 
1. Reading: to recognize, chronicle, and analyze character and thematic development  
2. Reading:  to create & defend a claim about character and theme  
3. Writing:  to craft short and focused analytical writing that critically evaluates characters, themes, & craft 

 
 

 

Reading Tasks: Note-Taking + Analysis of Character and Theme 
As/after you read The Catcher in the Rye, take careful notes; you can highlight and annotate in your book, take 
handwritten notes, or type up your responses.  BUT, you must transfer your final, focused, and polished notes 
for all 3 tasks below into a typed document. See back for sample structure.

Task #1:  Character Development  

Prompt:  Is Holden Caulfield a static or dynamic character?   

Your answer should have a clearly stated thesis and at least 10 quotations with analysis from the 
entirety of the novel that support your point.  *This is not an essay, but instead a list/chart* 

Task #2:  Thematic Message  

Prompt:  What is the thematic message regarding one of the themes below?  
A. Alienation 
B. Family 

C. Individual vs. Society 
D. Innocence 

Your answer should have a clearly stated thesis and at least 5 quotations with analysis from throughout 
the novel that relate to your chosen theme.  *This is not an essay, but instead a list /chart*

Task #3:  Author’s Craft 

Prompt: Identify 5 different things Salinger uses (literary devices, figurative language, motifs, etc.).  
Include a quotation that includes/demonstrates that thing.  Analyze each separately for how it contributes 
to or develops characterization, conflict, theme.  

For example:  Salinger’s use of the symbol of _____ helps characterize Holden as _____.    [Then have a 
quotation with it and explain your reasoning!]

 

Notes requirements: 
� Typed, with a printed hard copy in class on first day of school. 
� Submitted to Turnitin.com* by Thursday, August 29 
� must include a minimum of 20 direct quotations with analysis (cited with page numbers). 

*Any suggestion of use of supplemental resources (aka SparkNotes), will result in a referral for a violation of 
the code of conduct, contact to the National Honor Society, and a discussion about your honesty and integrity. 

Your book and notes will be used on the first day of class and subsequent days.  You will also receive 
formative feedback on your notetaking skills. Not having anything done will severely hinder your 

ability to be successful in the beginning and foundational tasks of the year. 
 



Optional Graphic Organizers  
 
You ABSOLUTELY can use a different format, and we encourage you to do so if this feels 
inauthentic/confining.  But any format must include the topic, direct quotation(s) connected to it, 
and strong analysis toward the thesis. 
 
Task #1:  
 
Thesis: Holden Caulfield is a static/dynamic character because _________________________ 
 

 

TOPIC DIRECT QUOTATION (PG #) ANALYSIS 
Holden 
initially  

 Strong Analysis is nothing less than 5 sentences!!  It should include 
language from the direct quotation as well as references to your 
topic (characterization). 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
Holden at the 
end 

  

 

Task #2:   
Theme:  Innocence 
Thesis Statement:  Salinger’s thematic statement regarding innocence is that… 

 
TOPIC DIRECT QUOTATION (PG #) ANALYSIS 
  Strong Analysis is nothing less than 5 sentences!!  It should include 

language from the direct quotation as well as references to your 
topic (characterization). 

   
   
   
   

 
Task #3:  Here’s a list of Author’s Craft/Literary Tools 

 
1. Allusion 
2. Archetype 
3. Aside 
4. Characterization 

(direct/indirect) 
5. Climax 
6. Conflict  
7. Connotation 
8. Denotation 
9. Diction 
10. Dramatic irony 
11. Dynamic/static character 

12. Foreshadowing 
13. Hyperbole 
14. Imagery 
15. Juxtaposition  
16. Literary Foil 
17. Metaphor (+Extended) 
18. Monologue 
19. Mood  
20. Oxymoron 
21. Paradox 
22. Personification 
23. Plot 

24. Point-of-view 
25. Protagonist/antagonist 
26. Pun 
27. Situational Irony 
28. Resolution 
29. Setting 
30. Simile 
31. Soliloquy 
32. Symbol 
33. Theme 
34. Tone 
35. Verbal irony 

  



Name:  _____________________________________ 
  

Summer Reading Evaluation:  11 Honors 2019 
 
Model Analysis  
 TOPIC  DIRECT QUOTATION (PG #)  ANALYSIS  
Theme:  
Family  
 

“I broke all the windows in the garage. 
I don’t blame them. I really don’t. I 
slept in the garage the night he died, 
and I broke all the goddam windows 
with my fist, just for the hell of it. I 
even tried to break all the windows on 
the station wagon we had that 
summer, but my hand was already 
broken and everything by that time, 
and I couldn’t do it. It was a very 
stupid thing to do, I’ll admit, but I 
hardly didn’t even know I was doing 
it, and you didn’t even know Allie” 
(Chapter 5, page 39)  

Holden hints at the fact that his instability stems in large part from his 
brother whom he evidently admired and had a close connection with. 
Holden’s inability to see how Allie’s death had wrecked him to the point of 
hurting himself, and the fact that he says he doesn’t really care reveals a 
weakness within Holden that he is unable evaluate his life and isolates 
himself from any help. While tears and grief are normal for one mourning a 
loss, injuring oneself is considered dangerous and unhealthy; moreover, 
Holden’s reaction demonstrates that he struggles to cope and could break 
down again. Though Holden tries to soften his death, the reader can see what 
importance Allie held to him as he writes the composition about him and 
readily carries around his brother’s baseball mitt. Holden’s brokenness from 
the death of his close family member and his weakness in blinding himself 
to his despair continually causes him pain.  

 
Weak Analysis: (D range)  
TOPIC  DIRECT QUOTATION (PG #)  ANALYSIS  
Theme:  
Innocence 
  

“For chrissake, grow up.”  I started 
groping around in front of me, like a 
blind guy, but without getting up or 
anything.  I kept saying, “Mother 
darling, why don’t you give me your 
hand?” (Chapter 3, page 25) 

In this scene, Holden is goofing around with Ackley.  Ackley is his 
roommate, who Holden has explained is dirty and annoys Holden a lot.  This 
shows how innocent Holden is because he is just a typical teenager who 
annoys his friend.  
 
-  

 

 
 

 

*******How you’ll be assessed******* 

Part I: Following directions and meeting basic requirements 
 Meets 

expectations 
Doesn’t meet 
expectations  

Thoroughness: quotations address entirety of novel; no sections are skipped   
20 quotations with page numbers   
Notes are clearly labeled with topics   

 
Part II: Overall quality of notes  

A B C D 
All topics have clear and 
sophisticated claims.  
 
Notes in support of each 
topic are thorough, analysis 
demonstrates critical thinking 
regarding all three topics 
(character, theme, and 
literary devices).  Contain 
personal and/ or unique 
insights. 

All topics have clear claims.  
 
 
 
Notes in support of each 
topic are consistent, with all 
topics covered (character, 
theme, lit devices). Some 
analysis lacks critical thinking.  

All topics have an attempt at 
claims; may not be fully 
accurate. 
 
Notes in support of each 
topic are present, but do not 
address all topics  OR student 
analysis contains areas of 
heavy plot summary 

One or more topic lacks a 
claim.   
 
Minimal notes that are all 
summary  

 

Issues:   
- Summarizes the scene without providing meaningful detail 
- References innocence but doesn’t really explain how/why the scene 

shows it 
- No attention to/discussion of the language of the DQ to connect to 

innocence 


